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covering Dorset and part of Wilts. To crown all, Godwin's
daughter, Edith, was Edward's wife. There was no one to
equal the family in power.1 Leofnc, Earl of Meicia, and
Siward, Earl of Northurnbria, could scarcely be called
rivals.

By degrees this power began to break up. The King dis-
liked it. His Norman friends tried to thwart Godwin when-
Disgrace ever they could. Godwin's eldest son, Swcyn, behaved
badly. He fell in love with an abbess, and carried her off.
SweynHe was outlawed, and his possessions shared between
Harold and Beorn. Three years later he came to the English
coast, invited Beorn on board his ship, and had him mur-
dered. Godwin's influence was strong enough to get him
forgiven after this monstrous offence, but men were
offended. Their confidence in Godwin was shaken. His
enemies looked out for a chance to overthrow him,

The chance was not long in coming. The King's brother-
in-law, Eustace of Boulogne, crossed over from France to

an<? BUS- see him. On his way back his followers tried to quarter
Boulogne themselves by force on the townsmen of Dover. One man
refused to receive these unwelcome guests. Blows were
struck, a riot began, and seveii of the Frenchmen were
killed. Eustace complained to the King, and Edward ordered
Godwin to ravage the town as a punishment. Godwin,
however, had the good English notion that trial should
come before punishment. The men of Dover had not been
heard in their own defence. He flatly refused to obey the
King's order. The King, urged on by his Norman friends,
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